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interesting, were often set forth in a style which was so good
and so lucid as to make them admirable reading ; whereas
the author of a modern treatise is imbued with a scientific

aim, spirit, and method. He presses towards precision and
system, strives to relegate facts and phenomena to some
law or order of things, and, amid apparent diversity,
seeks for etiological and pathological unity and guiding
principles of prophylaxis wherever these are discoverable.
It is characteristic of treatises like Osler’s I I Principles and
ractice of Medicine " that they are moulded on these lines.

It would extend our notice to unreasonable length’ if we
were to detail the numerous changes and additions which
have been made to bring this fourth edition well up to

date, but this, as we have intimated, has been conscientiously
done. In any case we ti ust we have said enough to indicate
the very high opinion we entertain of its merits. In con-

elusion it may be added that this fresh edition of Osler’s

"Principles and Practice of Medicine" " is a large volume
consisting altogether of nearly 1200 pages, that it is graphi-
cally illustrated here and there with a few tables and plates,
and that it is well printed and supplied with a good index.

Otctlines of Gyn&aelig;cocological Pathology and Morbid. Anatomy.
By C. HUBERT ROBERTS, M.D. Lond. With 151 illustra-
tions, mostly original. London : J. and A. Churchill.
1901. 8vo, pp. 332. Price 21s.

WHEN we saw it announced that Messrs. Churchill were to

publish a manual upon Gynaecological Pathology and Morbid
Anatomy by Dr. Hubert Roberts we hoped that the want
which had long been felt of a trustworthy English text,

book upon this subject was to be met. With the published
work before us we must confess to a considerable sense of

disappointment. Dr. Roberts’s views and ours as to what
should be included under the head of gynaecological patho-
logy and morbid anatomy are widely different. In his work
a great deal has been inserted which we would wish omitted
and a great deal has been omitted which we think might
well have been inserted. If we may give an example
we would suggest that the purely anatomical details and
the chapters upon the Diseases of the Bladder, Urethra,
and Ureters might all have been left out, while a book

upon gynaecological morbid anatomy which does not contain
a single illustration of the microscopical changes met with
in such common conditions as vaginitis, erosions of the

cervix, extra-uterine gestation, fibro-myomata of the uterus,
sarcoma of the uterus, oophoritis, and the various forms of
salpingitis seems to us to exhibit many most important
omissions. It may be urged either that such illustrations are
not of the value that we think them or that such specimens
are rare and difficult to obtain. To the latter objection we
would reply that the collection and examination of such

material is one of the most essential preliminaries to the
writing of a text-book upon gynecological morbid anatomy.
With regard to the necessity of such illustrations our

experience is that students find little difficulty in recognising
naked-eye specimens of gynaecological pathology. This

is no doubt due to the numerous opportunities they have
of seeing and examining them in the operating theatre and
the pathological museum. They usually, however, possess
but little knowledge of the pathological changes which can
only be detected by the microscopical examination of these

specimens. This knowledge may be acquired either by the
examination of the microscopical sections themselves or by
the study of book illustrations. Descriptions of micro-

scopical detail without any illustrations are admittedly
difficult to follow and to understand. For these reasons we
think that Dr. Roberts would have materially enhanced the
value of his book had he included drawings of the micro-
scopical changes present in the various important conditions
mentioned. As a reflex of the current teaching of many
English gynaecologists, and more especially of those con-

nected with the medical school of S. Bartholomew’s Hospital,

this work has a certain value and contains a good deal
of useful information. It is, however, almost impossible to
criticise the subject matter of a book of this kind since s)

very large part of it is made up, not of the opinions or
experience of the writer himself, but of those of the various
authors whom he quotes. We do not, therefore, propose
to criticise the work in detail ; it will suffice to say that

the pathology of the various parts of the genital tract is

fully discussed and that besides the special chapters already
alluded to there are others on Gonorrhoea in Relation to

Pelvic Inflammation, on Menstruation and its Disorders,
and a final chapter on Micro-organisms in Relation to
Diseases of Women. Dr. Roberts has given most copious
references to the many papers and books which he has

consulted, and no doubt, as he says, they will be of &pound;

service to his readers. At the same time we think, and

always have thought, that such references are entirely out
of place in a manual intended primarily for students, and
we must regretfully add that Dr. Roberts’s style is so
involved as to considerably lessen the value of his
work as a text-book for learners in the subjects of

which it treats. To come to praise the illustrations are
the best part of the work and many of them are of great
excellence. Of the 85 or so which are original the majority
are drawn by the author himself from specimens in the
museum of the Royal College of Surgeons of England or in
the museums of St. Thomas’s Hospital and St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital. They are well reproduced and are printed upon
special interleaved pages apart from the text, a method
which is always necessary if justice is to be done to good
drawings. The index is full and complete.
We cannot but regret that, according to our view, Dr.

Roberts has not made a better use of his opportunity. No

English book exists at the present time dealing solely with
gynaecological morbid anatomy, and had the author confined
his attention mainly to this part of the subject and written a
book comparable to the very excellent manuals of Orthmann
or Amann, or, if he wished to write a more comprehensive
treatise, had he modelled his work upon that of Gebhard, we
think that the result would have been of much greater value.
and of much greater utility to the student.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR GREETING CARDS.

THE artistic productions of Messrs. Raphael Tuck and
Sons, of Raphael House, Moorfields, E. C., for the approaching
season are quite up to the high standard of past years, and
the album now before us includes some of the best features
of its predecessors and several new designs. Among so

much which is so good the honour of first place must be
accorded to the Royal" card, a replica of the last annual
Christmas card which Messrs. Tuck had the honour of pre

paring for the late Queen Victoria, and which Her Majesty
pronounced to be " beautiful." As will be readily understood
in this connexion where our late Queen was concerned, the
subject chosen is that of a "true" Christmas card-namely,
the Blessed Virgin and the Child Jesus, beautifully treated
by Harriett M. Bennett and reproduced in Messrs. Tuck’s bet
style. Among the novelties of the present collection may be
noted the Bronze Statuesque" " series, all clever representa-
tions in relief ; the Heraldic, the I I Secessionist, " and the
" Goodwill " series. There are also numerous picture books,
private autograph greeting cards, and pictorial calendars,
one of the last-named, the "Sacred Art" calendar, com-

prising four very excellent reproductions in colour of well-
known pictures by Raphael and Correggio. It is ungracious,
perhaps, to criticise where all is generally so good, but we
cannot help’regretting the general tendency to eliminate
from pictorial Christmas cards those representations of the
Infant Saviour-in olden times the rule-without which

present-day so-called Christmas cards are qnite meaning-
less.


